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By Barnard L. Collier 

Latin-American Correspondent 
WASHINGTON, 

A couble-barreled Cuban 
crisis is brewing for the John~ 
son Administration and gov~ 
ernment officials yesterday - 
admitted it seems almost in« 
soluble in the heat of an clec= 
tion year. 

One thorny issue is the in- 
erease of Allied trade with 
Fidel Castro’s regime. In a 
speech before a meeting of | 


_the International Union of , 


Tlectrical Workers here yes~- 
terday, Secretary of State, 


’ Dean Rusk made it clear that ! 


the U.S. is deeply concerned, | 
“The free nations” he said, 


““who sell to Cuba goods ang 


equipment important to the’ 
Cuban economy are interfer~ 
ing with the efforts of the 
free nations of this hemi-- 
sphere to curb this danger. In. 
the missile crisis of 1962, it: 
was evident that what hap<« 
. ned in Cuba could directly 
aifect the security of the cn+ 
tire free world, That is still. 
so.” 

The other issue is the luke~ 
warm reception Latin-Ameri-~ | 
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can governments ear oc e%= 
pected to give Moncay's xve- 
port by an Organi.ai.o. of 
Ameriean States fact-iiadin,z 


x committee accusing Cuba of 


aggression and = subversion 


_against Venezuela. 


It does not appear that the 
U. S. is going to be able to 
convince its European allies 
or its OAS partners of the 
need for urgent action to iso- 
late Cuba from the rest of 
the free world, 

The political implcations 


‘of an Administration failure 


to “get tough” with Premier 
Castro are bound to be dam- 
aging come next Novembcr, 
say worried government offi- 
cials. ' 
Despite increasingly strong 


U.S. efforts to put its point | 
across, the nearly $100 mil- 


lion the Castro regime has 
piled up in forelgn exchange 
over the last two years looks 
too tempting to Huropean 
manufacturers, 

In London yesterday, the 
enormous British-Dutch Shell 
Ol Ca. was seriously consid- 
ering a tentative Cuban offer 
to negotiate compensation for 
the $50 million refinery the 
Cubans took over almost four 
years ago. The offer came as 
a direct result of an $106 
million deal for 400 British 
buses signed last month. 

An elght-man Cuban trade 
mission was also reported 
heading for London seeking 
more deals, including an addi- 
tional 1,000-bus contract 
from the Leyland Motors 
Corp., which first broke the 
trade dam with its bus sale, 


The French and the Span- 


‘fards are also getting in on 
.the sudden trade rush, and 


if the. Shell discussions work 
out an almost irresistible in- 
ducement to trade with Cuba 
will present itself to. Europe. 

To make matters stickier 


Tor tae Adminustiaiion. vhe 


Ghee IPG BaS ecu 
MARKIE sweee 2 GURY Oo ee 
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with the ©oS. oui the sug- 
gestion has arisen several 


times that if tnis were Gone, : 


the millions of dollars im 
1. S. property confiscated by 
Cuba micht be at least par- 
tially indemnified. 

The U.S. consistently has 
declared that it will nov 


_recognize the Castro govern- 


ment, which “docs not speak 
for the people of Cuba.” The 
question of what would hap- 
pen if Premicr Castro agreea 
to negotiate over expropri- 
ated U.S. property is always 
grceted with: “It would be 
political suicide for any Ad~ 
ministration even to suggest 
renewed relations.” 

The problem of trade, 
said one government official, 
“Docsn’t look as if it is going 
to get solved. We are stand- 
ing firm against it, and every 
government willing to trade 
with Cuba is just as firmly 
committed not to change its 
mind.” 

Because most of Europe has 
maintained or resumed al- 
most normal relations with 
Cuba, it is becoming vastly 
more difficult for the U. S. 
to talk Latin-American gov- 
ernments into sticking with 
the U. S. in its anti-Castro 
policy. 

Despite the damaging OAS 
committee report detailing 
evidence that Cuba is export- 
ing its Communist revolution 
by aggressive means, there is 
faint hope that the OAS will 
take measures any more 
forceful than its already de- 
clared opposition to Cuba. 

The possibility of a block- 
ade to shut off arms traffic 


from Cuba to the rest of. 


Latin America is almost nil. 
That, say most Latin diplo- 
mats, would take a miracle 


’ of Latin unity. Even the pos- 
. sibility of the withdrawal of 


diplomatic recognition by the 


.five latin nations which sti]l 


deal with Cuba secnis remote, 

Bolivia, Chile, Brazil, Uru- 
guay and Mexico still recog- 
nize the Castro resime, and 
for reasons of internal pol- 


‘itics and a Latin hands-off 
‘tradition they are unlikely 


to be swayed easily—even 
by such a danining report. 
Most diplomats agree that 
it will take some fancy }oli- 
ticking and persuasion on the 
part of the U.S. and its sup- 
porters in the OAS to gain 
anything more than a moral 
condemnation against Cuba. 
and for the U. S. public, the 
Venezuclans, and other com- 


not enough. 


